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Keep up on happenings between
newsletters! Check out our
regularly updated website at
HistoricDuckpond.com

&

DNA Meeting at the
Thomas Center! Tues., Sept. 6th

general meeting

Tuesday, Sept. 6, 2016
7:00—7:30 p.m. Meeting

The next meeting of the
Duckpond Neighborhood Associa-
tion will be on Tuesday night,
Sept. 6th at 7 pm. Come join us!

Special presentation by The
Thomas Center Associates. Enter
by the “front door” on 6th Ave-
nue.

7:30—9 p.m. Program
The Thomas Center
302 NE 6th Avenue

agenda

GENERAL BUSINESS
Approval of Minutes, April 2016
Treasurer’s Report

CRIME REPORT
Gainesville Police Department

PROGRAM: THOMAS CENTER
ASSOCIATES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Not e: Be distariduckpand.comh e ¢ k
for changes and wupdatefdg

DNA News is published four times
a year, just prior to general meetings.
All neighborhood residents are welcome

Who are The Thomas Center
Associates, Inc?

by EI Il yn
Thomas Center

In 1906, when William Reuben
Thomas began construction on his
new home,” Sunkist Villa”, in East
Gainesville, it’s doubtful that he had
any idea that this spacious residence
would eventually become the crown
jewel of Gainesville’s Historic District.
The story of the Thomas home has
been told and retold over many years
as it morphed from a private resi-
dence to a hotel, then to a junior col-
lege and finally to offices for the City

t 8f Gathésvitlé §id?Home to the city’s
Department of Recreation and Cultur-
al affairs when it became known as
The Center for the Arts.

Radson,

In Bhe |&es1970 sesavéral

A s Sabnesvilladrgen&ations played im-

portant roles in assuring the contin-
ued existence of the Thomas Center
and its rehabilitation to create the
cultural center we all know today.
These groups worked diligently to
assure that the building would not
only be saved and rehabilitated, but
would be restored to the period of
time in which it prospered. In 1979, a
group of concerned citizens, many
from some of the organizations al-
ready involved in the rehabilitation,
established a nonprofit group to con-
tinue to raise funds for the benefit of
the Thomas Center. This group be-
came known as the Thomas Center

(Contnue@ on

and encouraged to attend meetings.
Tentative date for the next meeting
after our Sept. 6" meeting is November
15, 2016.

President’s Message

Anoles

Bread for Swans and Geese?
Shade in Urban Neighborhoods
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FUMPers Joins List of
Neighborhood
VPK Providers

The Duckpond is home to many
families with young children and we
are extremely fortunate to have two
great early learning options right
here in the neighborhood. First
United Methodist Preschool at 419
NE 1° Street has just begun offering
VPK, Florida’s Voluntary PreKinder-
garten program, which provides 540
hours of free instruction to help
young children build a strong foun-
dation for learning. Children must
live in Florida and be 4 years old on
or before Sept. 1 of the current
school year, regardless of family in-
come. “F.U.M.P.” joins Holy Trinity
Episcopal School at 301 N Main
Street in providing this great oppor-
tunity to prepare our early learners
with the skills they need to be suc-
cessful in elementary school and
beyond. Both schools serve children
from ages 6 weeks to 5 years in well-
equipped classrooms with low
teacher/student ratios. For more
information contact:

First United Methodist Preschool
352-373-0108
Iwinters@fumcgnv.org
fumcgnv.org

Holy Trinity Episcopal School
352-377-2290
htesgnv.org

Florida Office of Early Learning
www.floridaearlylearning.com/
voluntary_pre_k.aspx

President@ Corner

Dear Duckpond residents,

Hello everyone! This is our
“Welcome Back” issue of the Duck-
pond Neighborhood Newsletter
where we welcome our new neigh-
bors and welcome back the neigh-
bors who have been traveling during
the summer. Those who stayed
home noticed we had little rain until
recently. The old truism proved cor-
rect which states that the day leases
end, or new homeowners take pos-
session, it will always rain on moving
day. The summer’s rains arrived
around August 1st, Gainesville most
popular day to move.

Please join us at our quarterly
meeting on September 6 at the
Thomas Center. | hope everyone re-
members to show up there instead
of the First United Methodist Church,
where we usually meet. | hope we
will have a sign up to direct everyone
to the Thomas Center for those who
don’t remember that the meeting
was temporarily moved there for the
September meeting.

Most Duckpond neighbors like
the fact that there is a lot to see and
do downtown. It is a lot of fun to
walk downtown and see other neigh-
bors either on the way there, or up-
on arrival at your destination. Some
things to do that don’t cost any mon-
ey are the Free Fridays, will continue
through October, and Artwalk, which
is always the last Friday night of the
month, except in November.

Because of all the great things
to do downtown, | came up with the
idea that downtown is the “FACE” of
Gainesville because we have Food,
Arts, Creativity and Entertainment
that no other part of town has. De-
pot Park now adds to that, and we
will soon have the Cade Museum
too.

See you downtown some time!

Melanie Barr

President

Duckpond Neighborhood
Association

Thomas Center Associates ( ¢ o nt n u e dship indha organization is open to an-

pade
Associates, Inc. with the broad mis-
sion to support the Center through
education and beautification.

Today, in partnership with the
City of Gainesville, The Thomas Center
Associates, continues its broad mis-
sion to support the Thomas Center
and its gardens through Association
membership, Garden donations, edu-
cational programs and social events
that invite the public to learn about
and share this wonderful place. The
Associates is a 501 (C)(3) organization
whose mission is carried out by its
membership and Board of Directors
through public education, promotion
and continued restoration of the ex-
isting facility and gardens. Member-

yone with an interest in the ideals and
efforts of the group. We encourage
you to check our website at
www.thomascenterassociates.org and
like us on Facebook @Thomas Center
Associates and consider joining us in
our efforts on behalf of this beloved
historic landmark.

As part of our educational mis-
sion, we have recently completed our
newly formatted edition of “The
Thomas Center, illustrated history and
guide” in a beautiful color coffee table
book. Copies of the book can be ob-
tained at the Thomas Center and the
Matheson Museum. The books will
also be available for purchase ($20) at
the Duckpond Neighborhood Associa-
tion meeting on September 6.



mailto:lwinters@fumcgnv.org
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/voluntary_pre_k.aspx
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/voluntary_pre_k.aspx
http://www.thomascenterassociates.org

Our Friendly Neighborhood Anoles

by Charl es

In our yards —and sometimes in
our houses — we have two small liz-
ards: the Carolina (or Green) Anole
(Anol i s

C 0 vcan khbnge color from green to brown

and back again. Its brown form is not
striped. Shown here is the green form
(a male displaying his bright red dew-

c) and thelCubane n $ap).STrue chameleons are related, but

Brown Anole (A n o | i $ Tise é&irgt r a@einative to Africa. Anoles are more
is native to North America — our only
native anole. The Cuban Brown Anole
is endemic to Cuba and the Bahamas
and has been in Florida since the late
1800’s (Keys) but in the Gainesville

area since the early 1980’s. Since be-
coming established in Florida it has
apparently out-competed the Green
Anole to the extent that the latter is
seen more rarely and is usually found
up off the ground in trees and shrubs.
The Cuban Anole generally commands
the ground. Both species are harmless
to humans. Their bites when handled
are not painful (though one should
wash hands after handling because

closely related to iguanas. The Cuban
Brown anole is striped, the female
more obviously so.

Anoles are preyed upon by birds,
snakes and other small predators.
They have deciduous tails which
break off when grabbed in that
area. The tail continues to wrig-
gle for a while, distracting the
predator. In time the tail will
grow back. Males display the
¥ dewlap to attract females and
" mark territory. | recently saw
s two males locked in combat, but
they parted without apparent
injury.

After mating, females lay one or
two eggs in loose earth and com-
posting organic matter. They can pro-
duce around 10 eggs per breeding sea-
son (generally April to October). The
two-inch young hatch after several
weeks, and are on their own from
birth.

While anoles are a bit of a speedy
nuisance (especially when they get
into the house), they are part of the

they may transmitS a | mo .nTkesel @ide of living here in Florida.

animals are sometimes kept as
pets, though that is not recom-
mended. They should be left
outdoors where they eat in-
sects, spiders and other arthro-
pods, thus providing a small
degree of natural pest control.
Anoles of both species are
about 4 to 8 inches long. The
Green Anole is often mistakenly '
called a chameleon because it |

Above, left: Carolina (Green) anole male with dewlap inflated
Above, right: Cuban Brown Anole, also exhibiting his dewlap.

Artwalk

Artwalk is a free monthly, self
-guided tour of downtown galler-
ies, businesses, and outdoor spac-
es that consists of exciting visual
art, live performances, and other
events. It is held downtown on the
last Friday of every month from
7:00 to 10:00 PM, except Novem-
ber, when it is held on the first
Friday in December. Artwalk
showcases local artists, provides
attractions at downtown business-
es, and is a fun way for community
members and visitors to learn
about local artists and see their art
first hand.

You can obtain free maps at
the Artwalk booth at the Bo Did-
dley Community Plaza that shows
the businesses and the artists who
will be featured that night. The
maps will also be available at any
site where an artist is stationed.

Be sure to mark the last Fri-
day of the month on your calen-
dars now so you will not forget the
one day of each month when Art-
walk is held. To learn more about
the latest news on Artwalk please
check their Facebook page.

,‘
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Depot Park

A great asset to downtown Gaines-
ville opened to the public on August 20
when the new $5.9 million dollar 32 acre
Depot Park had its official grand open-
ing. People who have children will not
want to miss taking them to the play-
ground at Depot Park. A visit there will
be long remembered by both parents
and children. This attraction, which is
going to draw families from all over
Gainesville, is just six blocks south of the
south edge of the Duckpond neighbor-
hood.

The Community Redevelopment
Agency spent $1.5 million on the chil-
dren’s playground alone, and what
makes it unique is that it is based in the
history of Gainesville. For example, the
climbable 14-foot tall smokestack is
modeled after the real smokestack that
used to be located at GRU’s Kelly Power
Plant one block away. The original
smokestack was demolished when it was
100 years old a few years ago, but its
memory lives on at the playground.

Gainesville was founded due to the
railroad coming through this area, and
there is a a 50-foot train for children to
play on just east of the historic train de-
pot built in the 1890s with an addition in
1909 and newly restored. Other play-
ground attractions are fifteen swings,
four slides, three climbable domes, and
three log benches. A splash zone with
numerous water jets will allow children
to enjoy even the hottest Gainesville
summer days.

Parking can sometimes be a prob-
lem due to the popularity of the play-
ground, particularly on the weekend, so
it is best to try walking or biking there
from our neighborhood. This is one
Gainesville attraction that is free and
very child friendly, so if you know people
who have children be sure to visit Depot
Park with them. They will love it, and will
envy you for living so close to this multi-
million dollar park.
ted Me |
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The Thomas Center:
Illustrated History and Guide

It's here and it’s gorgeous!
THOMAS CENTER:
Guide by Rie
enchanting coffee-table book that depicts
the historical journey of The Thomas Cen-
ter, has been published! Filled with capti-
vating stories of the Center, from its
origin as a home, then hotel, to its place
as an evolving social center, to its renown
as a celebrated arts and cultural center
and an award winning wedding destina-
tion, the book will transport you through
time in a celebrated depiction of Gaines-
ville’s beloved treasure.

THE
I | | ascerterasdcised.orgthnddéwalsagan a n d
B u sthe 0 orderdonnd Thescastof tie bowkdsn

You can go to our website, thom-

$20.00, which includes tax; shipping is
$3.00. Books may also be purchased at
the Matheson History Museum at 513
East University Avenue or from Erica
Chatman at the Thomas Center.

Proceeds from the book go to the
Thomas Center Associates’ continuing
mission of support for the Thomas Cen-
ter.

submited Thomas
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BY RIF BURTON & SAM GOWAN

Thomas Center Fountain Update

Over the summer, the City of
Gainesville’s Department of Parks, Recre-
ation and Cultural Affairs began the first
full restoration of the historic Thomas
Center’s fountain. Using an RFP process,
the City acquired multiple proposals for
the project. Each potential vendor sug-
gested their own ideas for how to rehabil-
itate the structure.

In the end, general contractor BH
Builders and subcontractor Ewing Water-
eroofhg worked together to repair the
lower basin, which had suffered damage
as a result of land settling over the dec-
ades. The repair work also included re-
surfacing the entire structure and replac-
ing all the mechanisms in the under-
ground vault with modern, more efficient

materials. Two sections of original galva-
nized pipe had corroded from the outside
in, resulting in holes in the pipe. These
sections were replaced with pvc pipe,
which was intended to allow the four fac-
es in the center to spray water again for
the first time in over a decade.

Facilities Coordinator, Erica Chat-
man, was able to pay for the restoration
out of capital improvement funds. While
an exact date of origin for the fountain is
not known, the oldest photograph of the
fountain is dated 1933. This seems to
support the theory that the fountain was
added around the time that the property
transitioned from the Thomas family’s
private home into the renowned Hotel
Thomas in 1928.

Ce



The Good, the Bad, and the BREAD

Many of you enjoy an evening
stroll to the neighborhood duck pond
on NE Blvd in the Northeast Historic
District, perhaps bringing an old loaf
of bread or stale crackers to feed the
swans, geese, and ducks. The swans
rush over when they see you ap-
proaching, the geese and ducks ap-

large, it can cause blockages in their
digestive tract. If the bread is not di-
gested properly, it can ferment and
cause secondary yeast infections. Itis
a misconception that moldy bread is
OK for birds, it’s not! Just like humans,
mold and fungus can make them sick.
Moldy bread has been known to cause

pear soon after. They are
very excited for the treats
you are about to shower
around them; like children at
a parade chasing after hand-
fuls of candy. But what you
may not realize is that feed-
ing bread can be very harm-
ful to the birds and also bad
for the pond. There are nu-
merous reasons not to feed

BREAD = BAD
for birds

bread (or crackers or pop-
corn...) to the swans, geese, and
ducks.

Bread is NOT nutritious for birds:
It's essentially junk food. Just like hu-
mans would suffer from a diet of noth-
ing but candy, too much bread for
birds can lead to malnutrition, exces-
sive weigh gain, and other health
problems. The balance of fiber, fats,
micronutrients, carbohydrates and
protein in bread (and other ‘human’
foods composed mostly of carbs) is
nothing like a bird's natural diet
(which includes leaves, seeds, inverte-
brates, and aquatic plants). Yes, a tiny
bit junk food every once in a while
isn’t so bad, but multiplied by numer-
ous well-intentioned pond visitors per
day, this ‘junk food’ can quickly be-
come the birds primary diet. Similar
to if everyone walking by your house
gave your kids some candy, they prob-
ably wouldn’t have any appetite left
for dinner.

Bread can cause illness and dis-
ease: Not only is bread not nutritious
for the birds, but it can actually make
them sick. If pieces of bread are too

a fatal lung disease (aspergillosis) in
birds. Even if you are using fresh
bread, any extra bread that remains
may sit in or near the pond and grow
mold.

Bread is bad for the pond: When
bread is thrown into the pond, either
1) the swans, geese, and ducks eat it,
or 2) it remains uneaten in the pond.
Both are bad for the pond! When the
birds eat junk food they will defecate
more than usual; bird feces have po-
tentially harmful bacteria, responsible
for a number of bird-related diseases
such as avian botulism, which is a
form of avian food poisoning. When
food is left in the water, it promotes

Duck Food =

the growth of algae and bacteria,
which can lead to degradation of wa-
ter quality and changes in plant com-
position. Other animals in the pond
can also be negatively impacted by
eating bread remains and by changes
in the pond ecosystem.

What IS good for the birds? The

= =g Duckpond Neighborhood
: % Association provides
J healthy pellet food appro-

priate for the dietary
needs of swans, geese,

1 and ducks in the pond.
The food is located in a
silver bin at the SE corner
J of the pond. This is the
ideal food to give the
(c]0]0]2 A birds in the pond! Not
only is it nutritious, but it
will float so the birds can eat it. ONLY
FEED THE BIRDS WHAT THEY CAN EAT
IN A SHORT TIME. Just give them a
few pellets at a time, it’s also more
fun! If you throw an excess amount of
food into the pond, it will eventually
sink and pollute the pond. If you visit
another pond that does not provide
food, some other alternatives are
leafy greens, defrosted peas, oats,
seeds, or halved grapes. However, do
not throw food into the pond if it will
sink to the bottom; this will pollute
the pond.

So, use that stale bread for bread
pudding or croutons, or put it in your
compost, or just buy less bread! Re-
member, you are not the only one
feeding the swans, geese, and ducks.
We don’t want to make them sick, or
degrade the water quality of the pond
by feeding them junk food. If you are
feeding the birds, you probably like
them, and if you like them, then do
your best to take care of them and the

pond!

Submited by: Shel
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Free Fridays

Free Fridays will run for
two more months at the Bo
Diddley Community Plaza, and
there are many exciting bands
to look forward to hearing.
One of the most popular
bands is the Imposters, a
Beatles Tribute band. Band
members Michael Derry, Don
David, Mike Boulware, Ron
Thomas, and Rob Rothschild
do such a great job of repro-
ducing the Beatles sound that
you will be dancing, or tap-
ping your feet, and singing
along with the songs before
you realize it. You will also
love listening to the music of
our hometown boy, Tom
Petty, at the Heavy Petty/
Hedges concert.

Please mark your calen-
dar with the names of the
bands and the dates so you
don’t miss a group you partic-
ularly want to see:

SEPTEMBER

2 The Duppies - Ska, Reggae
9 Flat Land - Rock, Funk, Blues
16 The Impostors - The Beat-
les Tribute

23 Gilberto De Paz & Tropix -
Latin Fusion, In Partnership
With The Latino Film Festival
30 Heavy Petty/Hedges - Tom
Petty & The Heartbreakers
Tribute & Originals

OCTOBER

7 The Music of Eric Clapton
& JJ Cale Tribute By Mark
Miale, Tony McMahon &
Friends

14 Gram Fest: Gram Parson’s
Tribute

21 UF World Music Ensem-
bles - Jacaré Brazil, Agbedidi
Africa & Others

Shade in Urban Neighborhoods

by Alicia A. Anhehe, rliLss, f MRAS to
CFRM; Devel opmentopayndvRar &rmeen ssiid de
Program Coordinathlklfed your help to b

The City of GalcnheI Icsdreqrnea rfksJE,he b
Recreation and cd@V eJredqpo&fufre it P [51ear
partEmePRCA) Vi S|Cohn' |&dor Segnt Mé@ hweail tt ht
ter Plan calls f drhef dvajsitietry Pil @pirr dse
at all neighbor hoosdkimagr kysoui nt ot thee | cpo
munity | ike RoperreBarik.y .  Threo ddeap ar t$-1
me st Shade in UrbﬁFeHeb9hb9ERBBHE ne
(SUN) i1 nitiative oorn[ tshs mpaaq
shade strucﬁsurpdsagt hl ghren
as at local par k<. S x‘fj‘p(]loesusrtrutCt
and heat related ClhI'I"ﬁder@Enefin'@hﬂPHF@{
l ong been a concebr3rb,fO0r0 RRGA tEhtea fofl ad
and the communit yar oYuonud p$r2osb, aO0loy. arfe
al ready awar e t heatestshayomuyumab gri koef the
rel ated iIInessesRogoneq spkalrnk CS"JhnaCdeerSSt‘
increased dramat:i blals 0 Ier} 21
several years. AP (]el rr}p q(e Y
can Academy odv er en'ﬁ‘adt o\’l0
onies at risk for kR&lrl@SanFCOeWndaRtel-OH.
searchers esti mattd otnha2t4d ,5 .Gl imielslviidn
es o-mehanoma skirrnocraenqenrf,orlm’at|on ab
cluding basal celgljgtharogio2no Meg sa ed spq
mous cell carcin s sed
in 3.3 million p?%nd%%#&g%vﬁ%qq
States in 2012, W W.CItVO gali eSVI

The Roper Par k PsnakgseResoreeastiiygnCul t
Campaign | aunched in early 2016 to

Landscape Volunteers

We would like to form a new com-
mittee of Landscape Volunteers. Many
home-owner associations give awards to
the most beautiful yards in the neighbor-
hood. We have not done that, and per-
haps that may happen in the future, since
we realize that there are many people
who work hard to make sure they have a
beautiful yard. Other people want to

have a beautiful yard, but don’t know
anything about plants and trees.
We discussed having a Landscape

Committee composed of volunteers who
could help and advise the less horticultur-
ally inclined neighbors. If you would like
to be part of this committee please email
the Duckpond Neighborhood Board.


http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs.aspx
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs.aspx
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs.aspx
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www.BillWarinner.com * Asbestos Roofing

ARCHITECT AIA & REALTOR HPS Shingles for Sale*

The Aachen Designers Coldwell Banker MM Parrish

FLORIDA AA10017 AFF 00049 SL0582476 ) . . . .
306 NE 5™ AVENUE, GAINESVILLE, FL 32601-5403 These historic, mineral-fiber shingles

352.514.2336 BillWarinner@Gmail.com ("slates") are no longer manufactured.
COMMERCIAL HISTORIC RESIDENTIAL If yoy have these shingles on your roof, it is
important that you have your own
replacement supply in case you have storm

damage, leaking roof, wood damage, etc.
’ r Your roofing contractor may not be able to
P Thank you

for trying getany.

yur service! .

OHE SErvee We have a |l arge injvent
Professional d e s | g ns.

dry cleaners and

HNERS laundered shirt .
specialist. Bill
316 North Main Street . 372.0560 Since 1956 352-215-0899

;v /7 Y \V4 CALL US AT
rerxcry.\ 352.371.8971
naaFING ca[vrn‘crang WWW.PERRYROOFING.COM

PROVEN.

FEREECIING
I AECRAELOERUOEING
FORIFORIYAYEARS

Sl | Baniv: “‘?ii/f ]
gpg@ﬁ[@ INNOVATIVE

paramoun

YEARS

SERVING FLORIDA
SINCE 1976

nount FOOD, RELAXED
ASK US ABOUT orill AT MOSPHERE

TONE L‘ﬂ%M[IA[ RODFING 2 3783308

menus, wine lists and more at www.paramountgrill.com

12 SW 1ST AVENUE « DOWNTOWN GAINESVILLE
COMPLIMENTARY VALET PARKING
TUES.-SAT., STARTING AT 5 PM.
OPEN THANKSGIVING,
CHRISTMAS EVE & NEW YEARS

COME IN FOR AN IN OUR SHOWROOM |




President
Melanie Barr 377.4217
Vice President
Charles Covell 336.0127
Secretary
Margaret Posy 222-5850
Treasurer DNA Newsi S pu bl i sheld fc
Brian Miller 379.7948 year, just priorf to
Al'l neighborhood re:
Directors wel come and encour aq
Jill Dumas 317.1516 meet ngs.
* George Papadi 373.1296
AN Jane Fowler 377.9357 Doyouhavean announ|cem
ﬁ Dan Rountree story, artcle, |or |
|t _ b you woul d Ii_k_elto :
_ you are curious a ogut Ité]gsreesspuoﬁqr'?]i'?'élotuers
Please fill out and return the commi t ment for being 4 Bgoar rgrﬁ\lgb@r BI s e
form below with your annual contact any of the Board It mf &7 9%9 b e oQ, !
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payable to:
Duckpond Neighborhood Stay Informed: Join the DNA Update email list!
Association
PO Box 5794 To join, e-mail your address to boardDNA@googlegroups.com.
. . DNA updates are typically sent out once or twice a month.
Gainesville, FL 32627 DNA will never use your email for solicitation or political purposes.

—=—======-Jo0in the Duckpond Ned—gRbBe+4mo0o0

Name(s)
Address , Gainesville, FL 32601

Phone Email

Committee Interests:
____Board Member ___ Crime Watch ___ Holiday Events ____ Newsletter Distribution ___ Parks ___ Schools Yard Sale

Skills and/or resources | would like to make available to the Duckpond Neighborhood Association:

I would also like to contribute to the following: (optional)
DuckFund$ __ RoperParkS__  HolidayFundS__  General Fund S

Pl ease send this f buckponddNeigthbortoudeAsociatignaP§ Boxo5798, Gatinesville, FL 32627
Membership Dues, per household: $15 (1 calendar year)

i U

DNA News occasionally I|Iists the names_oyegaying_memba@rs. Her mi
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